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Reference Number: B037513 
Dispatch Number: 716086 
Mailing Date: October 27, 2009 

NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No.: 2004-014739 

Drafting Date: October 23, 2009 

Patent Office Examiner: Takayuki Hayakawa 33142 Q00 

Attorney for Patent Applicant: Atsushi Aoki (and four others) 

i 

Applicable Provisions: Article 29, paragraph 1; 

; Article 29, paragraph 2; 

! Article 36; Article 37 



It is deemed that the present application should be 
rejected for the following reasons. An argument, if any, 
s ; hould be submitted within 3 months from the mailing date of 
this notice. 

i 

; REASONS 
Reason 1 

; This application does not satisfy the requirements 
prescribed in Article 37 the Patent Law on the following 
ploints . 

! 

Notes 

; As indicated in following Reason 2, the invention 
according to claim 1 does not have novelty and a special 
technical feature. Note that, the inventions according to 
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i 
I 

qlaims 2 and 28 also do not have novelty and a special 
technical feature. 

Therefore, the same or corresponding special technical 
feature cannot be found between the invention according to 
qlaim 1 and claims 2 to 30. 

However, as a exception, the requirement of unity of 
invention was not taken into consideration for the inventions 
according to claims 2, 28, and 29, based on Examination 
Guidelines (refer to "Examination Guidelines for Patent and 
Utility Model" Part I, Chapter 2, 4.2). 

; As described above, the invention according to claim 1 
a ! nd the inventions according to claims 3 to 27, 30 do not 
correspond to a group of inventions satisfying the 
requirement of unity of invention, and accordingly, this 
application does not satisfy the requirements prescribed in 
Ajrticle 37 of the Patent Law. 

; Note that, as this application violates the provisions 
o'f Article 37, examination was not carried out regarding 
requirements other than Article 37 of the Patent Law for the 
inventions according to claims 3 to 27 and 30. 

i 
i 

Reason 2 
t 

! 

The inventions described in the following claims of this 
application are inventions described in the following 
publications distributed or the inventions made available to 

5 

the public through electronic telecommunications lines in 
Japan or a foreign country prior to the filing of the patent 
application and, therefore, are unpatentable under the 
provisions of Article 29, paragraph 1, item 3 of the Patent 

Law. 

i 
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NOTE (For the numbers of the cited references, see the List 

of Cited References) 

•;Claims 1, 2, and 28 

•'References 1-3 

•^Remarks 

('Claims 1 and 2) 

References 1 to 3 disclose fingerprint sensors, having a 
sensor, an integrated circuit for measuring signals, and 
interconnecting wiring between the sensor and the integrated 
circuit, formed on a substrate, thus, the inventions 
according to claims 1 and 2 of the present application are 
the same as the inventions of References 1 to 3. 

(Claim 28) 

Reference 1 discloses a wrist watch having a sensor, 
thus, the invention according to claim 28 of the present 
application is the same as the inventions of Reference 1. 

Reason 3 

i The inventions described in the following claims of this 
application^ are deemed ones which could easily have been 
made, prior to the filing of the patent application, by a 
p:erson with ordinary skill in the art to which the inventions 
p;ertain, on the basis of the inventions described in the 
fpllowing publications distributed or the inventions made 
available to the public through electronic telecommunications 
lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to the filing of 
the patent application and, therefore, are unpatentable under 
the provisions of Article 29, paragraph 2, of the Patent Law. 
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NOTE (For the numbers of the cited references, see the List 

of Cited References) 

•Claims 1, 2, 28, and 29 

•'References 1-4 

•'Remarks 

(jClaims 1 and 2) 

There is no particular difference between the inventions 
according to claims 1 and 2 of the present application and 
References 1 to 3. 

(Claim 28) 

There is no particular difference between the invention 

i 

according to claim 28 of the present application and 
Reference 1 . 

(Claim 29) 

Providing a fingerprint sensor in a mobile terminal is a 

i 

known technology as disclosed in Reference 4, and in that 
Case, providing it in a cover is merely a matter of design 
choice to be appropriately made by a person skilled in the 
art. 



Reason 4 

The description of the claims of this application does 
not satisfy the requirements prescribed in Article 36, 
paragraph 6, item 2 of the Patent Law on the following 
points . 

Notes 
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There is the description that the substrate "is arranged 
to serve as a functional part of at least one sensor" in 
claim 1, but how the substrate is specifically arranged to 
serve as a functional part of a sensor is unclear. 

Therefore, the inventions according to claims 1, 2, 28, 
and 29 are indefinite. 

Reason 5 

The description of the claims of this application does 
not satisfy the requirements prescribed in Article 36, 
paragraph 6, item 1 of the Patent Law on the following 
points . 

Notes 

The inventions disclosed in the detailed description of 
the invention solve the problems that a fingerprint sensor 
has, but a "fingerprint sensor" is not specified in the 
claims, thus, the inventions according to claims 1, 2, 28, 
and 29 exceed the scope of the invention described in the 
detailed description of the invention. 

Therefore, the inventions according to claims 1, 2, 28, 
and 29 are not described in the detailed description of the 
invention. 



List of Cited References 
I. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) 
No. 2002-298130 

(specifically, refer to FIG. 1 and [0012]) 
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2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) 

No. 2001-324303 

(specifically, refer to FIG. 1 and [0023]) 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) 

No. 2000-262494 

(specifically, refer to FIG. 2) 

4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) 

No. 2002-245443 

(specifically, refer to [0044] and[0045]) 



Record of Results of Prior Art Search 
••Searched field IPC 
A61B 5/117 

•.Prior Art Search 

This Record of Results of Prior Art Search does not 
constitute a reason for rejection 



For inquiries on the content of this Notice of Reasons 
for Rejection or a request for an interview on this case, 
please contact the Examiner below. 
First Examination Division Material Analysis 
Examiner: Takayaki Hayakawa 

TEL. 03(3581)1101 extension 3291 

FAX. 03(3592)8858 (Please contact by phone first) 
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